OFFICIAL CLOSING CEREMONY IN KRUPA NA VRBASU

24 May , 2009 – The prize-giving and the official closing ceremony in Krupa na Vrbasu marked the end of the World Rafting Championships “Banjaluka 2009”. At the beginning of the ceremony the Mayor of Banja Luka and the President of the Organizational Board – Dragoljub Davidovic addressed the competitors and a several thousand spectators. “In the past 7 days Banja Luka was a city of sport and youth. I sincerely hope that the sportsmen and women from 35 world countries who took part in the Championships will take fond memories from Banja Luka” , Davidovic said. Minister of Family , Youth and Sport – Proko Dragosavljevic and the IRF President – Rafael Gallo also addressed the audience. After the prize-giving ceremony the Mayor handed over the official IRF flag to Mr Rafael Gallo , for Costa Rica will be the host of the next World Rafting Championships in 2011. “It will be very difficult to repeat what Banja Luka has done in this championships. Such an excellent organization and a great number of spectators as well as the media promotion of rafting  are almost impossible to repeat. It will be a difficult task for my country” , Gallo said. After the closing ceremony in Krupa na Vrbasu there was a farewell party for all participants of the WRC. 
SLALOM IN TIJESNO CANYON BROUGHT NEW WORLD CHAMPIONS

24 May , 2009 – After the last race - slalom which took place last night in the Tijesno Canyon we have new world champions in rafting. The winner`s title for the men did not change the owner . Just like two years ago the champion is Brazil. The silver medal belongs to Japanese team and the British won the bronze in overall ranking. New world champions in women`s competition are Canadian girls , Japanese team won the silver followed by the Czechs.  B&H women`s  team finished the competition in 13 place.  The slalom race itself , which was held on a modern , illuminated course , brought a lot of excitement.  The winners are the Japanese with the German team in second and the Czechs in third place. The most successful team in women`s competition is the Canadian team followed by the Slovak team in second  and the Czechs in third place. Over 20 000 people watched the last race od the Championships.  
PRESENTATION OF WORLD RAFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS R4 IN NETHERLANDS

23 May , 2009 – The presentation of the World Rafting Championships that will take place in the  Netherlands next year was held today in Music Pavilion in Petar Kocic Park.  The organizers , Rafting Federation of  the Netherlands and Dutch Water Dream Company revealed all the details related to this event. “The competition will take place in Zoetermeer , in the western part of the Netherlands” , Beckers said. The Dutch Water Dreams Company presented the hotels , restaurants and all the accompanying facilities to the participants and visitors. One interesting feature is the fact that the entire complex is artificially constructed , and the water for the courses is released through five pipes installed  in a  nearby lake.  The World Rafting Cup will also take place in the Netherlands in July next year. The organizers announced a pre-event of this competition in October this year. 

PRIME MINISTER DODIK HOSTED RECEPTION FOR RAFTERS 

22 May 2009 – The RS Prime Minister - Milorad Dodik , Minister of Family , Youth and Sport – Proko Dragosavljevic and Mayor of Banja Luka – Dragoljub Davidovic organized  on Friday a reception for the representatives of all teams taking part in the World Rafting Championships “Banjaluka 2009”. The reception was also attended by the WRC President – Aleksandar Pastir  and the IRF President – Rafael Gallo. Prime Minister Dodik used this opportunity to wish all the competitors to have a great time in the city on the Vrbas River and a good luck. “We want you to be satisfied with the organization and hospitality of our people , so you can take with you  nice memories  that will always remind you of this World Championship. Fifteen years ago this country was a site of a fierce war  , but today we are oriented towards progress and future , and that is something I would like to see here.  “Only who dares , wins “ is something I learned when I was playing basketball. I learned how to lose , and to keep going despite the defeat, and that is what I want you to learn” , said the Prime Minister. The RS Minister for Family , Youth and Sport – Proko Dragosavljevic  wished all the participants a good luck and many good results. “These seven days you will be living like one family , even though you come from different continents  , because sport unites people. A defeat is just a step towards success , and I want you to keep climbing towards victory. I would like you to take nice memories from the Republic of Srpska , to make new friendships and to know that your opponents in rafting are,  in fact ,  your friends” , said Dragosavljevic. The IRF President – Mr Rafael Gallo also used this opportunity to say a few words: “Here in Banja Luka we have an exceptionally well-organized competition.  There are many new countries winning the medals. As you can see everyone is happy with the organization , competition , city , rivers Vrbas and Tara. I am looking forward to tomorrow`s competition ,  which will be  something new ,  something we haven`t seen before , and I would like to use this opportunity to thank the sponsors and organizers.” The representatives of the Argentine , Turkish and German teams  thanked the organizers  for the best-organized rafting competition so far and added they were pleasantly surprised by organization and hospitality.  

RECEPTION AT RS GOVERNMENT  FOR WRC PARTICIPANTS TODAY

22 May 2009 – The RS Prime Minister , Milorad Dodik and the Minster of Family , Youth and Sport , Proko Dragosavljevic will receive today at 09:30  the representatives of the teams taking part in the World Rafting Championships “Banjaluka 2009”.The reception will be attended by: Rafael Gallo -  IRF President , Aleksandar Pastir – Director of the WRC “Banjaluka 2009” and Dragoljub Davidovic – Mayor of Banja Luka  and President of the Organizational Board of the WRC. The reception will take place at the RS Government Administrative Centre. 

DOWNRIVER RACE PRELIMINARY RESULTS
21 May , 2009 – The first preliminary results for  the downriver race which took place on a 16 km long course  from Brstanovica to Scepan Polje  , on the Tara have been announced.

The winners for the men are the Hungarian team (47:28:11), the Brazilians (47:28:36) came in second , whereas the Russians (47:28:91) are in the third place.  Bosnian men`s team (RC Aquarius) finished the race in 21 place. 

In the women`s competition the winners are the Japanese girls (49:46:38) , the Dutch (49:52:02) came in second followed by the Czech team (50:15:76) in third place.  Bosnian girls from the RC Kanjon finished the race in 19 place.
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP CONTINUES ON TARA RIVER

20 May , 2009 – After two races finished on the Vrbas the World Rafting Championship will continue on the Tara River. The busses with the rafters and their equipment headed towards the Tara this morning at 05:45. Several thousand citizens of Foca welcomed the competitors with a parade , short speech by the Head  of the municipality of Foca and a musical programme of which the most interesting part was the performance of the children from Cika Jova Zmaj Kindergarten. After the ceremony the competitors went for the official training in the Tara canyon. All the competitors were accommodated in  Bastasi Camp , 23 km away from Foca , at the mouth of the river Sutjeska . The downriver race is scheduled for tomorrow , 09:30 h. After the race , the winners will be awarded medals in  Bastasi Camp , and they  will leave for Banja Luka at 15:00 h. 
HOT ATMOSPHERE ON FIRST DAY OF COMPETITION

20 May , 2009 – The first day of the competition was a rather eventful  one , with the Brazilian team winning in the discipline sprint for the men  and the Dutch for the women.  In “head to head” discipline the absolute winners were the British , both men and women.  The atmosphere among the competitors was great just like the spectators enjoyed the race from the banks of the Vrbas River. The competitors expressed their satisfaction with organization , the quality of the course , the city itself and the hospitality of the local population , even though some participants admitted they didn`t  expect such a heartfelt welcome.  “To tell the truth , we didn`t expect such a hospitality. On behalf of my whole team I will say that we feel at home here. We even managed to get to know the night life , and we are thrilled with it. We have no objections whatsoever” , said the Croatian team captain – Ivan Nejasmic . The officially reported temperature was 29 °C but the atmosphere was heated up by the girls from the Argentine team who cheered up together with the spectators at the stands.  “I didn`t know exactly where I was coming to , where Bosnia is  and what I could expect. My family even advised me to take a bulletproof vest considering the war which is the only thing we knew about the country” , said Jessica Bernareggi , the Argentine team captain. She also added that she would definitely come back with her family and show them how foreigners have a wrong opinion of this country which in fact is so wonderful , just like the people who live here. It is interesting to mention that members of the Chilean team are all related , they are cousins and brothers , and they started training rafting a little less than a year ago. “Only one member of our team is not our cousin , but we consider him our brother too. We are thrilled with the number of volunteers , the organization and the general atmosphere in the canyon” , said Benjamin Astorga Leiva.  All the teams have gone to Foca this morning where they will continue the competition and get to know the other parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
RAFTING  WILL BECOME   OLYMPIC SPORT SOON
19 May , 2009 – The main topic at the IRF Congress held on Monday in the Music Pavilion in Petar Kocic Park was the proposition for rafting to become one of Olympic  Disciplines. “The process of admission to the Olympic sports is very slow and takes a lot of time. It takes at least 75 countries to realize the project. We expect this to happen in 2016 or 2020 at the latest” , stressed out Rafael Gallo , the IRF president. He also emphasized the importance of signing the contract on cooperation between the International Rafting and Canoe Federations , which will bring about the development of both sports. The IRF President  - Rafael Gallo and Secretary General – Sue Liell-Cock informed the attendants of the Congress about the work done in the past two years and they also discussed the next year`s budget. The second topic was the election of members  for  the Board of Directors and the decision was made that Mr Rafael Gallo would remain at the head of the organization. Mr Peter Micheler and Mr Robert Kazik were elected the first and second vice president respectively. The Congress was attended by the President , members of the IRF Board of Directors and delegates of the federation members. This is a regular meeting held at World Championships every two years. Sport and Competition meeting will take place on May 22 at 15:00 h at the Press Centre whereas  Guide Training and Education meeting is scheduled for May 23 at 11:00 h.   
RAFTERS` COMMENTS ABOUT SPRINT AND H2H RACES

19 May , 2009 – The first day of the World Rafting Championships started with sprint and H2H races on the Bijeli Buk course  at the Vrbas River. The winners of   sprint race in men`s competition are the Brazilian team with the time 1:03:81. The Chileans came in  second and the Japanese  third.”We are very happy we won the gold. To be honest we expected it , and we hope to win medals in other disciplines as well” , says Rafael Alexandre de Andrade. In the women`s competition the most successful team in sprint race was Dutch team (1:08:91). The Dutch girls say this win came as a surprise to them because they are not used to competing  in the waters like the Vrbas River what makes this win even more precious. The girls from the Czech Republic finished the race in the  second place , whereas the Canadians came in  third. The second race today was H2H in which the best paddling skills demonstrated the British teams , both men`s and women`s. The Americans finished the race second followed by the Russians. “We are thrilled . This is one of the best events and we won. This is an incredible achievement for us , considering the fact that all teams were well prepared and did their best” , said the British team captain , Paskell Blackwell.  The winners of the H2H race for the women , the British team ,   say the course is fantastic. They worked very hard to get in best shape for the competition and they are very happy with the results. The girls from Slovakia won the silver , and the Canadians will receive the bronze medal. B& H men`s team finished the sprint race in the seventeenth place , whereas in the H2H race they were defeated by the Brazilian team. Our women`s team made a great success finishing the sprint race in the eighth place , but they were defeated in semifinals by the Russians.  
