TRANSLATION OF THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE PORTAL

CULTURAL EVENTS DURING WRC “BANJALUKA 2009”

18 May , 2009 – During the World Rafting Championships “Banjaluka 2009”  various  cultural events will be organized . All the events will take place on the stage by the Banski Dvor. 

Programme:

Monday ,  18 May 2009
20:00 – 21:00 Concert of the ethno group TRAG

21:00 – 23:00 Concert of the groups   SPEED FREAK and VISOKI NAPON

                          Important notice 

Tuesday , 19 May 2009 

20:00 – 21:00 Folk dance performance RKUD “Pelagic”

21:00 – 23:00 Concert of Maja Tatic

Wednesday , 20 May 2009

20:00 – 21:00 Concert of the group SOPOT

21:00 – 23:00 Concert of the group SOUND BEAT

Thursday , 21 May 2009

18:30 – 20:00 Presentation of the National Minorities Association:

· Ukrainian Association “Taras Sevcenko”

· Slovene Association “Triglav”

· Italian Association

· Macedonian Association

· Romany Association “Veseli Brijeg” 

· Czech Association “Ceska  besjeda”

· Jewish Association

· Slovak Association “Janosik”

· Polish Association

20:00 – 21:00 Concert of the Banja Luka City Orchestra 

21:00 – 23:00 Concert of the Banjalucanke choir

Friday ,  22 May 2009 

Beauty Pageant
Saturday , 23 May 2009

20:00 – 21:00 Concert of the group DEEP ENJOY

21:00 – 23:00 Concert of the group BALKAN EXPRESS

During the World Rafting Championships “Banjaluka 2009” there will be several arts and cultural events. One of them will be the presentation of the documentary film “The Towns and Regions of  Vrbaska Banovina” by the Republic of Srpska Museum. The visitors will be able to see the film in the period from May 18 to 24 May at Petar Kocic Park. The most valuable cinematographic document made in Bosanska krajina  before the Second World War is the film made by Spiro  Bocaric , the first manager of the  Vrbaska Banovina Museum.  This 360 metre long  ethnographic documentary was created by putting together a few shorter films on different regions of Vrbaska banovina . It is assumed the film was made  during  1937. The only copy is held by the Museum of  the Republic of Srpska in Banja Luka.

PRESS CONFERENCE HELD ON MAY 18
18 May , 2009 – When asked about his impressions of last night`s  official Opening ceremony  at the press conference  , the President of  the International Rafting Federation  , Rafael Gallo replied: “This is one of those ceremonies when you can feel the warmth and cordiality of all the people. I hope the competition will be on a high level just like the ceremony. The competitors are as excited as I am.” Mr Gallo announced the IRF Congress scheduled for today at 18:00 h would be the most important one so far with  the maximum number of federation members.  “We will elect the new IRF president at this Congress “ , said Gallo and added that new  rafting standards would be defined on the next. He also pointed out he expected rafting to become the Olympic discipline by the year 2020. It is also important to mention the IRF initiated the admission process to the International Olympic Committee for the discipline R4.  WRC Marketing Director , Dejan Radovic addressed the journalists and thanked all those who took part in the organization of the Opening Ceremony. Radovic said the organizer was very satisfied with the fact that the official opening was attended by 30.000 people and the way the entire ceremony was performed. 

CROATS GETTING INTO SHAPE FOR SPRINT

18 May , 2009 – The Croatian team expect a good placement in sprint race which is to be held tomorrow , but they will be able to give more precise forecast after the official training. “Since this is our first time on the Bijeli Buk course we have some  difficulties.  We`ll see what the things will look like from one training to another. I  must admit we see improvements with every training , and we hope to find the winning combination  after the training today” , said Lino Jaksic , the team captain.  He revealed his expectations for the team  to get  into the top 10. Jaksic said the Croatian rafters did extensive preparations for the World Championships on the Cetina River , which is far less demanding than the Vrbas  , well-known for its numerous cascades and rapids.

ARGENTINES DELIGHTED BY SCENERY AND ARCHITECTURE

18  May 2009 –  Men`s and women`s teams  from Argentina  arrived to Banja Luka to take participation in the World Rafting Championships. “We are extremely tired  but happy to be here at last. This is the first time for us to represent Argentina in an international competition.  The girls from Canada and Costa Rica are tough competition , but our goal is to make it into the top 10” , says Marcela Lledo.  What they like most is the vegetation which is so scarce where they come from , and they find Bosnian architecture  very interesting.  The men`s team is more ambitious aiming at gold medal. This is their first competition together.  “Unlike football , rafting is not a very popular sport in Argentina which makes it more difficult for us to come here because we cover all the expenses by ourselves. Some of us work in Europe , I myself am employed in Slovenia , so I have already had a chance to visit the Tara River” , says Fabian Bonanno from the Betancourt team.

INTERVIEW WITH VALERIE BERTRAND –NORWEGIAN TEAM CAPTAIN

18 May 2009 

· What are your expectations for the sprint race tomorrow?

Well , our expectations are very high , the sprint course is excellent. This is exactly what we have been training  for in the past 12 months. The team is ready , so we hope to win a medal.

· What do you think of the Vrbas River?

This place is very convenient  , it is great to see so many people around the course  , there`s a lot of energy here.

· Can you make comparison between the Vrbas and the rivers in Norway?

There is a great difference. In Norway we have many waterfalls , fast rivers with many rocks  so you have to do your best to keep everything under control.  But the Vrbas River is a real challenge , so we have to do our best.

· Did you have a good time at the ceremony last night?

We had a fantastic time. We didn`t expect to see so many people involved in it. It was evident that a lot of hard work had been invested in it, and it was so great to feel that energy. 

INTERVIEW WITH JEAN-CLAUDE RAZEL –BRAZILIAN TEAM MANAGER

18 May 2009 

· What are your expectations before the sprint race tomorrow?

You have a great river , it suits us , we think we are the best.

· Are you happy with the organization of the competition?

Yes , the organization is great , it was nice to see so many people at the opening ceremony last night. There were so many people , so many competitors , this is the biggest rafting championship so far.

· What do you think of Banjaluka?

Banja Luka is a very modern city , and the girls are very pretty

· Can you make  comparison between the course here and the course in Brazil?

The rivers are quite different .  The Brazilian rivers are much warmer. The Vrbas is cold , but beautiful and we like it.

· Can you win the gold again?

I hope so , if  you support us , we will do our best.

SERBIAN GIRLS  HOPE FOR GOOD RESULTS

18 May 2009 – Nadezda  Matic , one of the rafters from the Serbian women`s team often visits the Rafting Club Kanjon where she feels herself at home. She says everyone is thrilled with the training conditions , courses , kindness of the people of Banja Luka and above all the organization.  “The organization is fantastic , the access to every place is marked and the camp looks great. To be honest , I didn`t  expect everything to be done in such an excellent  manner” , says Matic. Serbian team has done training on the Vrbas on several occasions. “We used to come to Banja Luka for the preparations , and tomorrow we`ll be training sprint and H2H on the Bijeli Buk course.”This is their first participation in a world championship and they haven`t  had the chance to compete with tough teams , but they secretly hope for  good results.  “We will do our best  to represent Serbia in the best light  , so we will  see the outcome tomorrow” , says Nadezda Matic. 
