PROMOTION OF WORLD RAFTING CHAMPIONSHIP IN SHOPPING CENTRE “TEMPO”
14 May , 2009 – The World Rafting Championships “Banjaluka 2009” , which is to take place from May 17 to  May 24 this year , has been promoted today at the shopping centre “Tempo”  , located in the residential area Lazarevo. There are only 72 hours to go till the beginning of the biggest sports event in B&H since the Olympic Games in Sarajevo. The count-down has begun. „ The world`s best rafters keep flowing in to Banja Luka on daily basis“ , said Ljubinko Spasojevic , one of the members of the WRC PR team , expressing his gratitude for the support Rafting Club „Kanjon“ received from „Delta“ company.  „Delta“ company spokesperson Dijana Milankovic-Kusturic stressed out the significant contribution the World Championship  had made to promotion of  the city of Banja Luka.  She also emphasized the great effort the Rafting Club „Kanjon“ had put to achieve this goal. „We recognized their efforts at  the very beginnig and our cooperation has been going on to our mutual satisfaction“ , said Milankovic.  The WRC director and president of the Rafting Club „Kanjon“ , Aleksandar Pastir expressed his satisfaction with the current phase  of preparation process for the upcoming Wrold Rafting Championship.  „We have already completed the preparations  , and as far as we are concerned everything is ready for the beginning of the Championship“ , Pastir said. The promotion was closed by the member of the WRC PR team  Ljubinko Spasojevic , who invited all the visitors  , guests and  „Delta-Maxi“ Company business partners  to become a part of the spectacular event. He pointed out the Rafting Club „Kanjon“ had  always been a generous host and the WRC is an ideal occasion to prove it  once again. 

 OFFICIAL SWITCHING ON OF ILLUMINATION IN TIJESNO CANYON 

13 May , 2009 – The official switching on  of the lights set up in the Tijesno Canyon marked the opening of the slalom  race course for the World Rafting Championships which is to take place from  May 17 to May 24 this year ,  in Banja Luka and Foca  , on the rivers Vrbas and Tara. Apart from the members and organizers of the World Championship , the Rafing Club „Kanjon“  , the official  opening of the race course was attended by the Mayor of Banja Luka , Dragoljub Davidovic and the Minister of Family , Youth and Sport , Proko Dragosavljevic . Minister Dragosavljevic and the Mayor of Banja Luka and the Chairman of the Organizational Board  of the WRC „Banjaluka 2009“ , Dragoljub Davidovic expressed their satisfaction with the construction of  the only night rafting race course in Europe. The director of the Championship , Aleksandar Pastir was overcome with  emotions , mentioning that  his life-long dream came true. After taking a tour of the race course in  the Tijesno Canyon and the logistic centre in Karanovac , Minister Dragosavljevic and Mayor Davidovic visited also Krupa na Vrbasu.

BRAZILIANS HOPE TO WIN GOLD AGAIN
14 May , 2009 – The current world champions in rafting , the Brazilian team came to Banja Luka to win another gold medal. Last year we came here to take participation in the World Cup and we won. We know that the teams from Russia , Japan , the Czech Republic will also take part in the competition but we intend to win“ , says Rafael Alexandre Valentin de Andrade from the Alaya team , representing Brazil at the forthcoming World Championship.  The Brazilians , who seem to be the biggest competition to most of the rafters , come from the town of Bratos where rafting is a very popular sport.  They are delighted with the Vrbas ,  for there are very few rivers like it in their country.  Apart from winning the gold , they expect to have a good time. „The Rafting Centre „Kanjon“ has changed a great deal since we were here last  , but the place is still beautiful . Although it is quite different from our country ,  we have no problems adjusting to it“ , said Andrade. 

AMERICANS ENCHANTED BY VRBAS

14 May , 2009 – After a two-day journey the American rafting team arrived in Banja Luka to represent their country at the World Championship ,  taking place from May 17 to May 24 at the rivers Vrbas and Tara. We usually arrive at competiotions a few days earlier so we could get to know the river , town and the entire situation surrounding this type of events , but we also use this time to prepare for the championship as best as posssible“ , said the American team captain , Mike Reid. Though aware of the strong competition , they aim high. „Our goal is always  the win , but we know that it is going to be difficult. There are so many good teams who want the gold , like the Russian and Brazilian rafters , the Czechs are coming as well , but we will do our best“ , said Reid. The first impressions of the Americans , who come from a small town in the state of Colorado ,  are positive , they like the town , especially the Vrbas river , whose colour and purity surpass the beauty  of  the rivers they are used to.
