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WORLD RAFTING CHAMPIONSHIPS
BANJA LUKA 2009

17 – 24 May

RECEPTION FOR OLYMPIC MEDAL WINNERS
12 May , 2009 – The Rafting Club “Kanjon”  , situated in the village of Karanovac , organized a cocktail reception in honour of the most distinguished sportsmen and women of Banja Luka.  Banja Luka`s Olympic , European and the world championships medal winners were present at the reception.  “Today`s reception is dedicated to our most prominent sportsmen and women who had won medals in world and European championships. They will be actively involved in the Opening Ceremony of the World Rafting Championships “Banjaluka 2009”. It is our plan that our most distinguished athletes are at the head of the march-past that will be moving from Olympic Winners Street to Krajina Square. Starting the march-past from Olympic Winners Street has its own symbolical meaning.” , says Ljubinko Spasojevic , one of the  members  of the WRC PR team. “This is a  way to send the message to the world that Banja Luka is the city of sport “ , he pointed out. The reception was attended  by: Milorad Karalic , Zdravko Radjenovic , Sladjana Golic , Zeljko Panic , Rade Uncanin  , Anton Josipovic , Milorad Bilbija , Miro Bijelic , Mirko Petricevic  , Marijan Benes i Velimir Sombolac.

ASTORGA FAMILY AT VRBAS RIVER
12 May , 2009 – The rafters representing  Chile at the World Rafting Championships , which will take place on the rivers Vrbas and Tara in the period between 17 and 24 May , had their first training sessions. All members of the Chilean team are brothers and cousins , but they have been in the same team for  just six months . “We are all involved in rafting and kayaking , but we have been together in the same team for just a few months , and we have been preparing for this championship throughout this period” , said Benjamin Astorga , the captain of  the team from Santiago. The Chileans took part in the Pan American Cup so they know their  biggest rivals are the Brazilian team. “Our goal is to make it to the top 15. We know there are many good teams , the Brazilians are a  tough competition , so are the Czechs  we had a chance to meet a week ago in Austria, “ said Astorga. When asked about their first impressions of the town , he replied: “ Unfortunately , we have only seen Banja Luka by night so far , so we still don`t know what the town looks like , but we are enchanted by the  scenery , especially the river. There are many great rivers in Chile  , particularly in the southern  part of the country , however , rafting is not a very  popular sport “ , said Astorga. 

GERMAN WOMEN`S TEAM HOPE FOR GOLD MEDAL
12 May , 2009 –  German women`s rafting team arrived in Banja Luka on Sunday evening to take part in the World Rafting Championships in Banja Luka and Foca. “We arrived earlier so we could prepare ourselves for the World Championship as best as we can. We also expect to have some fun before the championship begins. Today we had our first training , and though there were five of us we did well. We like the Vrbas , the water is great “ , said Sylvia Winter , the German team captain. The German girls are very optimistic and set their minds on winning the gold medal.  “We know the girls from the Czech Republic are tough competition , but we will do our best to win the gold medal” , Winter said.

JAPANESE ARRIVED IN BANJA LUKA

11 May , 2009 – Having spent four days in Foca , the Japanese men`s team arrived today in Banjaluka to continue their preparations for the World Rafting Championships. “We spent a few days practising on the Tara River where we had a great time. We are thrilled with the river and the scenery in general. This is our second visit to Banja Luka. Last year we participated in the World Cup in Banja Luka.  We are glad to be back again because we love the place” , said the Japanese team captain  Takuya Ikeda on his arrival to the Rafting Club “Kanjon”. Prior to the beginning of the World Rafting Championships  the Japanese will be practising on the Vrbas River in order to prepare themselves as best as they can. “ We know that some good teams are coming to the Championships ; we have just seen the Russian team is also here , but we will do our best to win some of the medals” , said  the ambitious Japanese rafters. “While the Japanese men`s team were doing their training on the Tara  , the girls were in Banja Luka. They left for Foca two days ago”, said Ikeda. 

DANISH GIRLS PRACTISED ON VRBAS
11 May , 2009 – Danish women`s team did their first training on the Vrbas River   as a part of their preparation programme  for the World  Rafting Championships  which  will take place in Banja Luka and Foca  , 17-24 May . “We arrived in Banja Luka last night and could hardly wait to start training on the Vrbas. We expected the water level to be higher , and we were told that it would rise during the Championship.  We still haven`t had a chance to see the town  , but we find it very nice here in the Rafting Club “Kanjon” . The people are friendly which makes us feel very comfortable” , said Emma Moller. The women`s rafting team is a young one , because rafting is not a popular sport in Denmark , they being the only team in their country. “We don`t get much practice in Denmark , for the rivers there are calm . We did our preparation for the World Championship in Slovenia. Last year we took part in the European  Championship , and this is the first time we take part in a world championship.  Bearing that in mind  , we are not too ambitious “ , said Emma Moller , pointing out they would be very satisfied if they made it into the top 10.
Volunteers

The Significance of Volunteering
Volunteering in its broadest sense can be defined as a non-profit and unpaid activity through which people give their contribution for the benefit of their community or society on the whole. There are many different models of this activity from the traditionally acclaimed custom of people helping each other to the organized community work in times of crisis. Voluntary work is a part of history of every civilization and deserves special attention. In the past decade the number of our people ready to volunteer has significantly increased. Not a single large –scale public event can go by without the help of volunteers. The events like big festivals , sports competitions , world championships attract a great number of volunteers and depend on their involvement to a great extent. At the Summer Olympics in China last year there were approximately 100 000 volunteers , with over 350 000 volunteers who applied to do volunteer work. Today ,  volunteers  play an important part in making contribution and progress in  the developed as well as in the developing countries ,  assisting with national and other humanitarian aid programmes , technical cooperation  and promotion of human rights , peace and democracy. The pride and foundation of many non-government  organizations , professional associations , etc. are the very people willing to put their effort to benefit the community and the society in which they live. Apart from the apparent economic contribution , voluntary work gives a chance to all social groups to take part in social life. Through voluntary work young people acquire experience and develop their abilities and talents. Voluntary work helps build mutual trust and can bring about peaceful coexistence in the areas of potential conflict , be it on local or national level.
